
Hello Families of Sage and Forge International Schools, 

I sincerely hope that you’ve had a wonderful summer exploring Idaho (and places further afield) and
having fun with your family and friends. I am always amazed at how fast school summer breaks go
by! The teams at Sage and Forge have been thinking and working all summer to ensure we have a
great start to the new school year. We are all looking forward to seeing you and your children!

First, we believe that in-person learning is best for children. Correspondingly, we have a lot
planned for this school year. We are reinvigorating our outdoor expeditions programs at both
campuses, we’re getting clubs going again, both Sage and Forge are offering Middle School cross
country and, of course, we have lots of learning and growth opportunities planned for all of our
students.

In order for us to have a school year filled with learning, adventures, clubs, sports, dances, and all of
the things that make school fun and exciting, I am asking each of you to make a commitment to keep
yourselves as healthy as possible this school year and if you are sick with symptoms of Covid-19,
the flu or even a cold or allergies, to stay home and keep the school nurse informed. At-home
screening for exposures to or symptoms of Covid-19 is a critical element of our schools’ overall
strategy to limit the spread of Covid-19 and all its variants.

Last week our Board approved our plan to re-open our doors at both campuses while making the
wearing of face coverings recommended for unvaccinated people and also optional for vaccinated
people. At this point, based on updated CDC guidance, we are strongly recommending (not currently
requiring) that all people wear masks when indoors and 3’ of distancing is not possible. Additionally,
our other layered mitigation and prevention measures are in place. These include upgraded air
filtration on each building’s HVAC, in-room air purifiers, screening for symptoms and exposures (at
home and at school), hand washing, respiratory etiquette, and disinfecting of high-touch surfaces.
Finally, the CDC says that getting vaccinated against Covid-19 prevents serious illness and reduces the
spread of the virus. Idaho’s Department of Health and Welfare offers an array of information about
vaccines. Here is a link to their site.
 
We will continue, as we have since at least February of 2020, to monitor the spread of Covid-19
variants in our attendance zones, stay in contact with public health experts, and understand new or
changing guidance from public health and governmental authorities. Our schools’ leadership and our
Board can and will make adjustments in order to ensure that in-person learning continues over the
course of the entire year.  
 
The plan we recommended and our Board approved last year to operate both schools during the
ongoing Covid-19 pandemic remains in effect and was updated during the July meeting of the Board.
It is available on the websites of both Sage and Forge.

We are excited to welcome you back to campus and into your classrooms!
 
We are in this together. In-person learning is vital and we will take
measures that ensure we keep our students in classrooms.
 
All the best, 
Andy Johnson

FORGE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
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A NOTE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ANDY JOHNSON:

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-vaccinated.html
https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/covid-19-vaccination


A NOTE FROM HEAD OF SCHOOL, DARCI STELZNER:

Learner Profile- The IB learner profile describes a broad range of human capacities and
responsibilities that go beyond academic success. They imply a commitment to help all members
of the school community learn to respect themselves, others and the world around them.  

Hello wonderful Forge Families! 

I thought I would use this opportunity to introduce our new families to
some International Baccalaureate (IB) terminology. In Thursday’s HoS
‘End of July check in,’ update, I briefly reviewed our status with IB; we
are a candidate school in both PYP and MYP and aim to go through
accreditation in Spring 2022 for PYP and next school year for MYP. 

January- Open-minded
February- Risk-taker
March- Principled
April- Balanced
May- Reflective

August- Caring
September- Inquirer
October- Thinker
November- Knowledgeable
December- Communicator

PYP- The Primary Years Programme is an
inquiry-based framework for grades K-5.
Our coordinator, Nora Strauch, acts as a

liaison between IB and Forge to ensure we
are philosophically in line with the

expectations of IB.

MYP- The Middle Years Programme is a
conceptual-based framework for grades 6-

10. Lisa Marshall, our MYP Coordinator,
acts as a liaison between IB and Forge to
ensure we are philosophically in line with

the expectations of IB.

Below are terms that you will begin to hear regularly from staff and students (links embedded).

CP- The Career-Related Programme for
grades 11-12 is a framework that

addresses the needs of students engaged
in career-related education, and leads to

further/higher education,
apprenticeships, or employment.

DP- The Diploma Programme is an
academically challenging and balanced
program for grades 11-12 that prepares

students for success at university and beyond.
It aims to develop students who have

excellent breadth and depth of knowledge. 

Forge’s

monthly

attribute

focus is as

follows:

Mark your Calendar:
August 5 - Meet the Teacher and Supply drop-off - 1:00-4:00
August 9 - First Day of School!
September 6 - No School (Labor Day)
September 10 - Friday school. This is the only one all year!

https://www.wcpss.net/cms/lib/NC01911451/Centricity/Domain/4383/Learner%20Profile%20Activities%20for%20Parents.pdf
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/primary-years-programme/curriculum/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/middle-years-programme/what-is-the-myp/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/career-related-programme/
https://www.ibo.org/programmes/diploma-programme/what-is-the-dp/


STAY CONNECTED!STAY CONNECTED!
Other than school- wide
emails and newsletters, our
website is the best resource
for general info about Forge.
You can also find us on
Facebook and Instagram! 

K-3rd: 8:30 am - 3:50 pm

6th-9th: 8:20 am - 4:00 pm

4th-5th: 8:30 am - 3:55 pm

Meet the Teacher/Supply Drop Off

August 5 from 1:00-4:00 

Below are the start and end times of the school day for the
2021-2022 School Year, Monday - Thursday:

We hope you and your student(s) can join us Thursday to visit their
classrooms, meet their teachers, and drop off their supplies. Supply lists

can be found HERE. Students in 6-8 will receive their class schedules. 

Forge T-shirts will be available for purchase, $20 each in
various Youth and Adult sizes. Cash or check (made out to
Forge International) only please, we look forward to seeing

you sport your Forge Spirit!

Bus schedules, routes,
and registration are now
posted on our website
HERE! If you would like

your student to take the
bus, you MUST register
your student each new

school year. 

PLEASE arrive early to allow your student plenty of time to
be in their classroom by the start of school. PLEASE make

arrangements for your student to be picked up promptly at
the above times after school. Thank you!

The USDA extended flexibilities it’s Food Service Programs to allow
schools and other sites to provide meals at no cost to all children

through the school year. Forge International is thrilled to participate in
this program and have the opportunity to serve both breakfast and

lunch to ALL of our enrolled students at no cost to you for the
duration of the 2021-2022 school year!  

The daily breakfast meal contains fruit, whole grains, and 8 oz of milk.
The daily lunch meal includes fruit, vegetables, whole grains, lean

protein and 8 oz of milk. Please email our Nutrition Coordinator, Lori
Howard if you have any questions or would like additional information.

F R E E  M E A L S  A T  F O R G E !

http://forge.sageintl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/forgeintlschool
https://www.instagram.com/forgeintlschool/
http://forge.sageintl.org/
https://www.facebook.com/forgeintlschool
https://www.instagram.com/forgeintlschool/
http://forge.sageintl.org/parents/school_supply_lists
http://forge.sageintl.org/parents/Transportation
mailto:lori.howard@forgeintl.org

